
Nearly half 

Approximately 45,000 African Americans die from smoking-related diseases each year in the U.S. 2 

(46.8%) of African American 
nonsmokers in the United States were 
exposed to secondhand smoke.

HEART DISEASE

CANCERSTROKE

Although African Americans usually smoke fewer cigarettes and start smoking cigarettes at an 
older age, they are more likely to die from smoking-related diseases than whites.

AFRICAN AMERICANS 
AND TOBACCO

More than 72,000 African Americans are diagnosed with tobacco-related cancer and more 
than 39,000 die from tobacco-related cancer each year. 3 

75%
of polled Atlanta voters favor
a law that prohibits smoking
inside most public places * 

90%
of polled Atlanta voters feel that 
exposure to secondhand smoke 
is a serious health hazard * 
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There is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke.

smokefreeatl.org

Tobacco use is a major contributor to 
these three leading causes of death 
among African Americans: 3 

The risk of devoloping diabetes (the fourth 
leading cause of death among African 
Americans) is 30%-40% higher for 
cigarette smokers than nonsmokers. 4
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